A pre-existing condition
Matthew 9:35 – 10:8 (9-23)
Pre means before in front of existing: a condition already in force, already in being, to live, born into a condition. A pre-existing condition then is one you had before you became. 

In this day and age, if there are three words that can strike fear into someone’s heart, it is probably the term “pre-existing medical condition”. If you have one and you might not get health insurance, or your next job. Somehow ways are created to prevent you from getting coverage, or that job. Despite federal laws prohibiting the use of “ Pre-existing” medical conditions as a barrier to getting insurance coverage, problems still exist. Listen to the words of a man from Elkhart, Texas who wrote a letter to the editor of the Dallas Morning News Paper, he said:

“My wife was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis… she makes too much money… to qualify for medical help and it’s difficult for us to make a living, or get a job that has insurance, since my wife would have to wait a year to qualify for coverage due to her pre-existing medical conditions.” Our insurance cost would be the larger part of what we make a month for a living, consider the plight of a man who applied for a manufacturing job at a Rockwell International plant in Centralia, Illinois. He was tested for the “likelihood” of developing a repetitive stress injury, and was denied employment. He is one of several people suing over this issue. The insurance and company in their study reasoned that he would be too big of a liability. He would be off work too much and the insurance company would incur too much of a liability. Thus, the company would lose two ways by his employment because the company would have to pay for sick days.  


The insurance companies use something called the MIB to disqualify clients.  They see If you have asthma, allergies, muscle aches, headaches, stomach aches, cancer, heart disease, high blood pressure, cholesterol, spider bites, dog bites, you name it.  They check your credit report, police reports for tickets or other incidents, they just will not accept unhealthy people, and if they do, the cost is so prohibitive that you cannot afford it.  That is the cost of doing business, in America, under the guises of democracy, (i.e.) a free society, in God-fearing nation.

Today, these kinds of issues aren’t uncommon, and in fact, cases involving such “pre-existing’ conditions may likely increase in the future.  One of the “side effects” of today’s genetic testing and research is “predictive” testing that will suggest whether or not you are likely to suffer from a given disease, possibly years or decades from now.  You may not have been aware of this: you might not have thought of it.  But one test and your world can be turned upside down, inside out. You could win the fight, but loose the war.  If you cannot start your own business, you’re out of luck, and even if you do, you will have to pay more for insurance coverage.

Whatever we think of health insurance, HMOs and all of these complex issues, there’s one thing that is clear.  If you need help, and you can’t get it because of a pre-existing condition or your insurance won’t pick up the tab, you’re in a bind.  Up a creek, without a paddle.  Yes, of course, you can always find some insurance companies who will cover pre-existing conditions, but you will have to pay an arm and a leg.  That’s not true acceptance.  When you have stop eating to pay for insurance but my brothers and sisters there is good news today. The good news is that God’s love covers all pre-existing conditions.  This may sound corny to some, and crazy to others, But;

There is no small print. 

There are no exclusions.

There are no problems. 

Human agencies will screen you out, and cut you off, delete your file, reject your application, won’t give you the time of day, or on the other hand will make you wait and then give you an insurance that will take all your money for less coverage.  They go by the numbers; but God goes by the Book: “While we were yet suffering from a pre-existing condition, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).  What condition preacher? We were born in sin God commended his love towards us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.  Jesus not only died for our pre-existing conditions; he lived with compassion for those who are experiencing allergies, and does something about it.  Jesus experienced our suffering and pain.  He saw those bowed down under disease, sickness and disabilities.  He felt it in the pained expression of that young woman’s relatives, who wept and wailed at his arrival, saying the girl was already dead.  And what was his response to all this?  Was it to leave all this to the lawyers and judges?  No.  He used the words, “Talitha Koum.”Matt.10:

Dr. Jesus took one look at the charts and delivered his instructions to the newly appointed disciple-doctors: “Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons.  You received without payment; give without payment” (Matthew 10:8).  ”As I give to you, so you shall give to others.   Amen.” 

The good part about this gift of life is that God does not expect us to clean up our act before we can be worthy to approach him and receive his life saving gift of love, grace, and forgiveness. If that were the way it worked, then what’s the point?  This policy covers many kinds of problems, no small print or disclaimers. Do you want to hear them? Say YES!

· If you’re a   grief-broken heart because of the loss of a loved one? It’s covered.

· If you’re a crack-head junkie?  It’s covered.

· If you‘re manic-depressive and have chemically dependencies?  It’s covered.

· You’re a sex addict, who can’t get enough of pornography or prostitutes?  It’s covered.

· You have a gambling addiction or have an alcohol addiction?  It’s covered.

· You are in an unfaithful relationship with someone who is not your spouse?  It’s covered.

· Maybe you don’t have a major medical issues like these to deal with, but your life feels empty.  An empty life, your depression is covered too.

You might say, “Are you telling me that if I come to God, God will solve all my problems?”

Well – yeah, sort of.  God will work in partnership with you for healing and change; it will require some work on your part.  But the work and effort come to you after receiving God’s love and forgiveness.  God does not reward us with his love because of our work, but because of his goodness.  Let us always remember cleaning up our act is not a precondition for the love of God.  God does not say to us, “If you would just do this or just do that, then I would love you.”  All preexisting conditions are covered.  Period.  No ifs, ands, or buts about it.

There is a saying that “we live in misery when we cannot master the art of that unconditional acceptance that God extends to us.”  Let me tell this story/fable, or tale to you.  I hope you don’t mind.  Do you want to hear it?  Say Yes!

It seems that a woman named, Ethel had always had a long, long nose.  In grade school, the kids all called her “Beaky” until she ran into the restroom and cried.  She was nearly 30 before Elmer (who had a fairly long nose himself) asked her to marry him.  She said, “Yes, of course, I’ll marry you, but what about my nose.”

“What nose?” asked Elmer.

This was clearly the man for her. He saw her inner beauty, and not her outward appearance.

She married Elmer, who loved her and never seemed to notice the length of his nose.  But Ethel was not so gracious.  Though her own nose had been fully accepted by Elmer, she had, over the years, begun to feel that Elmer’s nose was just too long, and she didn’t mind saying so.

“It’s too long, Elmer!” said Ethel, looking straight at Elmer’s nose. “If you would just have it clipped, you’d be a good-looking man.”

Elmer felt bad, but he trusted Ethel.  Every time she said, “If you would just…” she would tell him something that was good for him.  Now she was telling him the plain truth.  His nose was too long.  He could see that…

One of the first things Ethel said to him on their honeymoon was that he snored so loud she couldn’t sleep. “If you would just have your adenoids out, I could be truly happy with you.”  So Elmer went to an E.N.T. surgeon and had his adenoids taken out.  He quit snoring, but Ethel was not entirely happy.

One year later when Elmer saw her looking his neck mole, he could have said it before she did: “Elmer, if you would just have that mole taken off your neck…” It was not much of a trick.  It cost $65 in outpatient charges.  Presto: no more neck mole.

Two years later, the same thing happened with Elmer’s overlapping incisors.  “Elmer, if you would just…” “Oh, Ethel, of course,” said Elmer, not letting her finish. An oral surgeon finished the task and Ethel was happy for a week or so, but soon Ethel pointed out that his tonsils were always infected and probably responsible for his halitosis. “Elmer, if you would just…” So, of course, he did.

He was in the basement, meditating on whom he should call about the nose clip when Ethel made her way down the rickety steps and found him sitting in a dark corner. As her eyes fully adjusted to the low light, she saw a crude shelf with a sign over it. The sign said, ELMER, IF YOU WOULD JUST… A series of bottles sat on the shelf, labeled with dates and filled with clear solutions. Inside each of the bottles was written, “nose tip”, all ready to be dated when his surgery was over.

“Ethel…” Elmer hesitated, “I was about to call a plastic surgeon.”

 “Why Elmer, if you would just- “ Ethel stopped and looked at the sign over the shelf. Suddenly she felt ashamed. She realized if-you would-just was a terrible game. “Elmer, if you would just…” she went on, “postpones that nose clip. I want to get mine clipped first.”

“But Darling, I like your nose the way it is!”

“Elmer, are you sure?”

 He stood up and kissed her sweetly on the tip of her long nose. “Ethel, I know how to make our marriage perfect.”

“I do, too Elmer, but go ahead and say it.”

“If you would just quit saying, ‘if you would just…’ 

God doesn’t play the If-you-would-just game.

God says instead, “Just as you are, come.”

No, matter the warts, moles, overlapping teeth and a long nose.

All pre-existing conditions covered. Period.

Matthew 9:35-10:8 

After Matthew records a flurry of miraculous healings and resuscitations (chapters 8 & 9), Jesus’ mission to Israel, God’s, “lost sheep,” would appear to be well under way. However, at the conclusion of Chapter 9 and the beginning of chapter 10, Matthew’s gospel finds Jesus, rather than celebrating any of these recent miracles, lamenting over what needed to be done.

It is Jesus’ over whelming compassion for these “harassed and helpless” sheperdless sheep (9:36) that motivates this next step in his ministry. Jesus’ role as Shepard reflects the messianic expectation and the personal history that Matthew has recorded about him Yet instead of fully claiming this shepherding identity at this moment, Jesus turns to a new image- that of the harvest. The harvest will mark the beginning of the kingdom age.

To distribute this harvest, Jesus first urges his disciples to pray for addition “labors.” Jesus then provides the answer to this dilemma by gathering the Twelve to him and investing them with the power and authority to cast out unclean spirits and heal diseases of both the body and soul. Obviously, the disciples have now taken on new stature and importance in Jesus’ mission. Prior to this, they simply trailed along and observed Jesus’ words and works. Now, the promise spoken to them at their calling is to be fulfilled – they are to “fish for people” (Matthew 4:19) “follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”

The basic “authority” Jesus gives the twelve mirrors the scope of his own ministry activities – the disciples will be able to cure all disease, and sickness.  Finally, Jesus stipulates exactly what the disciples are to accomplish during their missionary excursion.  Not surprisingly, since the twelve are to be extensions of Jesus’ own mission, he directs them in 10:7-8 to do exactly the same thing he himself had been shown doing in Mathew chapters 8-9.  Completely empowered by his authority, the disciples are called to do no less than Jesus.

As Jesus further details the particulars of the commissioned ones, again the focus is on only the “lost sheep,” which Matthew’s text now clarifies as those who are “of Israel.”  Just as Jesus’, mission involved “proclaiming the good news of the kingdom” (v. 35), so, too, his commissioned disciples are to “proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near’” (v. 7).  All the healing abilities Jesus possessed are to become part of his disciples’ repertoire.  They, too, are to “Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, and cast out demons.” However, they are given two directives that are closer to Jesus, the power to preach and the power to heal, the two definitive signs of the approaching kingdom.  Their commission invests them fully with Jesus’ own authority. 

As a disciple, what has Christ given to you? What have you asked him to give you? What have you ask him to show you? Have you accepted his charge to keep? Have you begun your journey to go into the world, telling about him? His words were “Tell them about me.” You have a pre-existed charge, placed in your heart by no less than the Lord God, Almighty. “I will place my word in their hearts, I will be their God and they will be my people.”

Ephesians 1:4 tells us, “For he chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. Chosen and forgiven through Him before the beginning of time.

You were with him before the beginning of time, chosen to do a work.  Why are you stalling, you owe it to Jesus our Lord to get busy doing. Do the work for which you were sent to do. Jesus is calling you to fight the battle, a soldier drafted into Gods army.
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